BISHOP GUILFOYLE CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
SYLLABUS 2016-17 US Government
Email: grhone@bguilfoyle.org
Phone: 944-4014 ext. 219

www.mrrhone.weebly.com

Course Title: United States Government

Teacher: Mr. Gary Rhone

Introduction/Brief description of course:

Students will become informed, participatory U.S. citizens, by learning the democratic values that formed our government and it’s operation within the limits of the U.S. constitution.  The course will focus on the principles that guide or constitution that applies limits to the government, resting its power in the hands of the people.

1. Origins & influences of the U.S. democratic system.

2. The functions and purposes of governmental systems.

3. The development of our constitution, rights and history of U.S.

Government prior to 1787.

4. The events and debates of the Constitutional Convention.

5.   Examine how the U.S. is a limited government using Checks and Balances,

      Separation of powers, Federalism and the Bill of Rights.
6.   The legislative process of Congress and operations of the Legislative Branch.
7. The powers and duties of the Executive Branch.

8. The function of constitutional review by the Judicial Branch.
9. Elections and the role played by citizens.    
Administering course requirements:

     Included but not limited to…  Reading primary source documents/Guided reading/Videos- instructional and movie/Internet search/Reports/Power-point presentations/Cooperative groups/Simulations/Current events/Textbook questions/Specialized worksheets/Review packets.
Evaluation of progress:

All class work is assigned point value on power school. A participation grade is part of the in-class work grade that includes in-class projects, behavior, oral responses and subtraction in grade for unexcused absences. 

A. Homework- 25%     

B. In-class work- 25%

C. Formal tests- 50%

Grading:

I use a point system for power school. You earn points per assignment or test. 

Late assignments: They are still to be completed. 20% of the point value is removed per day late. After three days it is marked as a zero in power school.

Absence: When absent from class, you must talk to me for assignments you missed. I will attempt to remind you, but the responsibility is on you. If you ask for it after the first day back from an absence it will be graded as a late assignment. Pre-arranged absence: Work must be done the first day back, considered late thereafter. 

Test must be made up after school or during a time that you do not miss work in class. Missing class just to make up a test means you miss another learning day. I reserve the right to change or give a different test. 
Classroom Behavior/Expectations

1. Use of hall pass required to leave room.

2. Sit in your assigned seat unless otherwise told.

3. No food or drink in class unless permitted by school.

4. Do not leave books and supplies under your seat when you leave.

5. Cheating is not given a warning (For in-class, homework or testing)

6. Do not disturb the learning of others

7. Everything in the school student handbook is in effect at all times. 
Books/Materials

Textbook:  American Government.   Kelman Steven. Holt Rinehart & Winston.   
                  Austin, TX 78746.  1999.

Web site: www.mrrhone.weebly.com. Class power points, notes.
Access to local newspaper, and computer at home will be helpful and used at times.

iPad Usage

Ipad’s are and instructional tool. Follow all school policies while using them. The following especially apply to this course.

1. Class website, mrrhone.weebly.com should be bookmarked.

2. When not needed in class, they are not to be out except for notetaking.

3. Improper use of iPad I will warn once during the year. After that they will be collected and sent to the office with detention write up.

4. IPad’s can be checked at anytime for app’s, sites and games by classroom teacher. 

5. IPad’s should be charged before class. Occasionally you may charge in the room. I reserve the right to not allow you to charge if it becomes a habit and I will reduce you will receive points off an assignment if you can not do it due to lack of battery power. It will be considered late. 

6. No video taping or picture taking unless instructed by teacher. 

TURN IN BELOW
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Parent Signature: Parent/Guardian, please sign and date below and return to school. Thank you! If you have any questions please write them below or contact the school at 944-4014. A copy of this syllabus can be found on www.mrrhone.weebly.com
US Government: Semester course
I have read and understand the course description and student expectations for Mr. Rhone’s US Government (semester course)

STUDENT NAME_________________________________       DATE________

STUDENT SIGNATURE____________________________       DATE________

PARENT NAME__________________________________       DATE________

PARENT SIGNATURE_____________________________       DATE________
