Europe 1815-1850

The start of our Modern Age & Problems

Two types of political views emerge from the effects of Napoleon & the French Revolution… Conservatism & Liberalism  as well as socialism & Marxism but that’s later…

Conservative Order … a response to contain revolution and return to the older, but better order.

Great Britain/Russia/Austria/Prussia  a friendly bunch (for now)…form the Quadruple Alliance (Obviously).  To ensure peace after Napoleon, restore France and develop a balance of power to keep the peace… How??

1. Restore Bourbon monarchy to France.. Louis XVIII  

2. Meet in Congress at Vienna to arrange peace and future.

Austria leads the Congress… Prince Metternich a self-assured diplomat… goal…to restore legitimacy to the monarchs of Europe. 

3. Bourbon rule restored in Spain

4. Rulers appointed to Italy after Napoleon/under Austrian control.

5. Poland kept in check by Russia Romanov’s…Prussia & Austria allowed to keep some but not all areas. 

6. Prussia got Saxony, Westphalia, and left bank of the Rhine to guard against future French aggression.

7. France still a power so created a buffer nation…The Netherlands (composed of Dutch & Belgians). 
8. The Piedmont, part of Sardinia was enlarged.

9. Created the German Confederation to guard against French.

    10. French borders back to pre-revolutionary borders, an 

         occupation army of the 4 powers in France for 5 yrs. 

These 10 steps of the Congress kept a “balance of power” keeping all states equal and happy for a few years.

Conservativism was a response to the enlightenment liberalism & nationalism unleashed by the French revolution. 

Edmund Burke..Reflections on the Revolution in France Government is a partnership & contract with the living and future generations. No one had right to destroy this contract. Change is gradual/improvement evolutionary not revolutionary.

Joseph de Maistre…a French counterrevolutionary. Order in society kept by an absolute monarch.

5 conservative beliefs…

1. Obey political authority.

2. Organized religion helps keep social order.

3. Reject complete civil liberties. Community over individual

4. Tradition best guide for order.
The Concert of Europe

Like the U.N., A means to maintain status quo of the world Vienna created.

4 congresses held between 1818-1822. 

1. Aix-la-Chapelle: Armies removed from France. France joined alliance… a quintuple alliance. 

2. Troppau: called to respond to revolutions in Spain & Italy.

               Spain revolted against Bourbon king. 

               Naples & Sicily revolted against their Bourbon king & spread to the Piedmont. 

Austria controlled Italy and wanted action. 

The principle of Intervention… the right to send powers to restore monarchs.  Britain did not support this view. 

3. Laibach: Troops sent to Italy and crushed revolt.

4. Verona: France allowed to invade Spain to restore monarch. 

Britain had weakened the political arrangement. But will intervene in the affairs of Latin America.

Revolt in Latin America

Napoleon’s invasion of Spain weakened Spanish control over LA.

Argentina… freed 1810,  Simon Bolivar…Frees Venezuala (the Liberator).  He then freed Columbia. Jose de San Martin freed Chile then moved to Lima, Peru & joined by Bolivar and crushed the final home of Spanish colonial rule. 1825, Portugal frees Brazil. 
Britain and the U.S. oppose any intervention by the Concert in LA.  The Monroe Doctrine & British navy stood in their way. LA remained free politically. 

Britain now dominated LA’s economy.  A source of raw material and food…LA needed for its exports.  This ensured domination of LA by richer, outside powers for another century. 

Greek Revolt

   Greece revolted against Ottoman Turkish masters.  The European nations took up the cause against Muslim rulers. British & French navy defeated Turkish armada

Treaty of Adrianople of 1829… Russia got the two provinces of Moldavia and Wallachia (they invaded during the war), Greece an independent nation, with a monarchy. This was reverse intervention…intervening to cause a revolution!

Great Britain

   Both houses of Parliament ruled by landowning aristocracy.

Unequal sufferage for House of Commons…controlled by landed gentry, restricted and unequal… “pocket bouroughs.

Seats not representative of new urban centers of Leeds, Manchester, etc…

Two parties…Tories & Whigs.

Tories had little motivation to change, they were in charge. Whigs getting new support from the new industrial middle class. 

Recession in 1815 caused Tories to pass the Corn Law… High tarrifs on grain, good for landowners but raised price of corn for the common person. 

Peterloo Massacre… 1819… Calvary attacked protesting crowd killing 11 in Manchester.  Govt. restricted public assembly, and pamphlets to the poor. 

Tories staved off electoral reforms for a little longer.

France

Louis XVIII restored in 1814.  Kept Napoleon’s civil code

A two house legislature created…Chamber of Peers chosen by King and Chamber of Deputies elected by a wealthy electorate of just 100,000.

Ultraloyalists wanted no compromise with liberals and power back to monarchy and landed aristocracy. Liberals wanted no turning back of revolutionary reforms.
Charles X…Moved in the ultra direction, paying back wealthy who lost land in revolution. Wanted Catholic Church to run school system.  Accepted ministers to run more govt. but ministers owed allegiance to legislature.  Conflict with this arrangement led to King dissolving the Chambers in 1830 and call for new elections. A new revolution was near. 

Italy/Spain

9 states in Italy. Most under Austrian control.  Most states kept the status quo but secret societies kept liberal and nationalistic dreams alive.

Carbonari’s- Italian secret societies planned for revolution.

Spain…Ferdinand VII restored as Bourbon King. Allowed a legislative assembly the Cortes to stay but King disbanned it and caused a middle class, military revolt. 

The King initially accepted the legislature return but the Concert of Europe sent the French army in in 1823 to stop revolt and keep King in total control. 

Central Europe

Metternich of Austria kept total control of the events in C. Europe…Spies searched for revolutionary plots….

Germanic Confederation…had little power…38 states… run by a diet that needed 100% consent of all. Did keep revolutionary ideas at bay. 

Prussia an absolute state with no interest in German unity. King Fredrick William III had introduced some reforms like abolishing serfdom, town councils, schools… but no representative govt.  

Burschenschaften- student societies dedicated to a free, united Germany.  

  Assembly at Wartburg Castle to honor Martin Luther turned into a book burning…Karlsbad Decrees 1819…Closed the society. Censored press, universities under strict control. 
Friedrich Ludwig Jahn… had created gymnastic societies during Napoleon’s time…Pursue German interests…spread ideas to students. 

Austria was a multinational state under a Habsburg ruler…
Germans, Czechs, Hungarians, Slovaks, Romanians, Poles, etc..

  All together.  Had to suppress nationalism.

Kept together by the Church, military, civil service.

Hungarian’s acted to leave.  Kept in check for fear of Austria pulling apart. 

Russia

Rural, backward, autocratic

Alexandar a divine right king. Prior to Napoleon some liberal ideas under liberal advisor Michael Spernasky…relax censorship, reforms in education… did not free serfs.

Cracked down after French revolution.

Northern Union…a secret society to create a constitutional monarchy and abolish serfdom.

Decembrist Revolt… Northern Union fought Nicholas from taking throne after brother Constantine abdicated to him. 

The revolt crushed an Nicholas I became a strict revolutionary to prevent rebellion.  He created secret police…The Third Section.  (KGB)

Nicholas called the Policeman of Europe, he would send Russian troops to crush revolution. 

LIBERALISM
  The industrial revolution brought about an entire new middle class seeking new freedoms. Spurred by the enlightenment ideals and the American & French revolution.

Supported laissez-faire economics…supply & demand should drive the financial system, not government.

3 principles for the use of government…

1. Defense of nation.

2. Construct & Maintain public works.

3. Permit economic liberty to benefit the max # citizens.

Thomas Malthus: Essay on the Principles of Population
  Population is growing faster than rate of food production.

Overpopulation will lead to starvation and social strife.

No government should interfere with the natural process of nature limiting population: Misery & Poverty.

David Ricardo: Principles of Political Economics: 

   “Iron law of wages”  More workers mean bigger supply of labor, thus lowering wages meaning misery & poverty.

So they will have smaller families, supply will fall and wages will rise and cycle will repeat itself.

What else do liberals believe?

All liberals favored equality before the law (Press, speech etc.)

All freedoms should be in a written constitution.

    Advocate separation of Church & state to promote toleration.

    Making of laws by a representative assembly by qualified voters.
     Supported a constitutional monarchy with written constitution.

     King’s ministers would be responsible to legislature, not king.

     Limited sufferage…men with property. No lower class vote.

John Stuart Mill…English…On Liberty  Liberty of the individual and freedom from govt. censorship & tyranny of the majority.

Supported women’s rights.  

On the Subjection of Women.  Social practices, not nature had made women inferior. Education of women will make them equal.

NATIONALISM

   Being part of a community, its institutions, traditions, language and customs.  The individual’s political loyalty to the state, not a person, family or dynasty.

Each nationality should have its own political government.

Ex; German, Italians, Hungarians, Poles, Belgium etc…

This would upset the current balance of power created. This would also increase social strife and war if these groups attempt to break away (which they will and all hell will break loose reaching its peak in WWII).

Conservatives will fight hard to stop this.
Liberals & Nationalism became linked, only when peoples are united, can humanity be united under freedoms. (yeah right?!)

Socialism

   The human misery of the poor created by inequality. Cooperation should defeat economic competition. 

Utopian socialists were against private property and the competitive spirit. 

They tried a number of cooperative living experiments (they failed)

Charles Fourier…proposed small, model communities called phalansteries. Cooperatives of 1,620 people, communally housed, owning nothing and working together for mutual benefit.

Robert Owen. .British cotton maker…Humans will reveal natural goodness if living communally.  New Lanark, Scotland. An old factory town turned into the cooperative.  

  New Harmony, Indiana… failed

Louis Blanc… French..The organization of Work  Sought government assistance…workshops financed by the state, owned by workers.

Zoe Gatti de Gamond…Belgian…a community of equality of women and men. 
Saint-Simon…dedicated to equality of men and women.

Flora Tristan…brought together socialism & feminism. Worker’s  Union. Advocated total equality to save working class.

Socialism was at this point only a fringe movement.

REVOLUTION/Reforms

Charles X of France issued a set of July Ordinances.. rigid censorship of press, dissolve legislature, reduce electorate.

Rebellion to it…July Revolution…Paris> a groups of liberal and moderates form provisional govt. Appealed to Louis Philippe to become new constitutional king… Charles flees. A new monarchy.

Phillipe supported by the bourgeois.  Reduced financial qualifications to vote.  Upper middle class did not want radical change…Working class totally left out of politics.

Worker unrest and violence…
(Here we go again!)
Two groups emerge… Party of Movement led by Adolphe Thiers wanted minister responsibility to leg, active foreign policy vs. the Party of Resistance led by Francois Guizot who wanted no more change, France was perfect as is.

Party of Resistance won out in Chamber of Deputies and they favored wealthy manufactures and tradespeople.

Belgium

   Netherlands now included Belgium. Two cultures never blended well. When they began to rise up, a neutral Belgium was created, approved by the powers. Leopold of Saxe-Coburg

as head and a constitutional monarchy.

 Italy… Austrian troops crushed revolt there in 3 states.

Poland…rebels to push out Russians. Russian crushes revolt when France & Britain fail to aide the Poles. Russia created military dictatorship there.

Great Britain

   The Whigs gained power by 1830.

Industrial leaders objected to electoral system.

The Reform Act…Electorate brought in line with to represent the new industrial centers…42 new cities in town now got rep’s. 

Property owners only ones allowed to vote. So only 1 in 30 citizens represented in Parliament. 

Did not alter who was in the House of Commons.

Poor Law of 34, make conditions so bad for poor that they would want to work and not be lazy… crowded together in workhouses.

Corn law abandoned…Robert Peel of the Tories got free trade for giving up law. Helped poor by lowering prices.

Britain will remain calm while the continent becomes revolutionary in 1848

1848 year of Revolution

Liberalism & Nationalism erupt to spread rebellion.

France (again…)

   Industrial recession brings hardship to poor and workers.

Govt. corrupted, workers can’t vote… you know what’s next.

Upper middle class, reforms, and Adolphe Thiers agitate for change. Held banquets that were political rallies (political rallies illegal). By the final banquet in Paris…King Louis-Philippe flees to England.  

A provisional govt. set up with moderates, radicals and a socialist Louis Blanc.   A new assembly will draw up another constitution with universal, manhood suffrage. 

Blanc set up national workshops…(cooperative factories), The cost was a burden on the govt. 

   Moderates and radicals (Radicals favored by workers), in the new election, radicals gained only 100 of the 900 seats. 
The moderates closed the factories which resulted in 4 days of rioting in Paris…Thousands killed & 4,000 rioters deported to Algeria.

On Nov 4, 1848 the French 2nd republic was created. A unicameral leg. With 750 elected by universal male suffrage. 

Elected as president was Charles Louis Napoleon Bonaparte! Within 4 years he will be emperor! (France is nuts!!!!!!!!!)

Central Europe

Revolutionary cries caused many German rulers to promise constitutions, free press & speech etc…
    Prussian King Fredrich Willilam IV abolishes censorship, work to unite Germans.

All German states had elections to send deputies to an all German Parliament in Frankfurt to prepare for a united Germany.

Frankfurt Assembly well educated, middle-class.

Claimed to represent all of Germany. The Grossdeutsch solution wanted Germany as a province of Austria vs. Kleindeutsch exclude Austria and make Prussian king head of new Germany.

Austrians withdrew and Klein’s won, but Prussian king refused and sent Prussians home.

Germany did not yet unite.

Austria… Hungarians agitated for a commonwealth…wanted own legislature led by Louis Kossuth…protests led to removal of Metternich. 

Vienna home to liberal, educated property class drew up new constitution.

    Hungary remained loyal to Habsuburg’s but got own assembly, army etc.  Czech’s demanded same in Bohemia.

The liberals were divided between radicals and moderates… Conservatives played upon fears…
     Gen. Windischgratz…suppressed Czech revolts…

He crushed revolutionaries in Vienna. 

Francis Joseph I new King of Austria restores imperial govt. in Hungary.  With aide of Russians, the revolt of Hungary finally ended.

Italy

   The Risorgimento led by Giuseppe Mazzini a nationalist.

Wanted a united Italy.  Duties of Man he urged unity of Italians.

Cristina Belgioioso worked to unite Italy… fled to Paris to create a newspaper for this cause.

Problem…separate revolts started in different areas that were put down by Austria in the Piedmont… Charles Albert invaded Lombardy and failed.   French helped regain control of papal states for Pope Pius IX.  The Piedmont did keep their liberal constitution.
Failures of 1848

  Division of revolutionaries made failure possible. Working class were not extended suffrage except in France. 

Minorities fought one another.  Nationalistic movements ignored minorities with their nationalism…Ex. Hungary had Slovenes, Croats etc…

The U.S.

    Committed to liberalism (constitution) & nationalism

How strong a govt should their be?

Republicans…Thomas Jefferson/Madison feared strong centralization at the lose of liberties.. Supported French

Federalists…strong central govt…supported British.

War of 1812 brought out nationalism…brought an end to the federalists.

Supreme Court… Justice John Marshall…curbed actions of state courts, and the legislature.

Andrew Jackson…Mass democracy…dropped property qualifications…universal male sufferage. 

U.S. put liberal ideas in action… detention homes, schools for delinquents, prisons for rehabilitation.

POLICE forces…

To create an ordered society… Civilian officers to prevent crime.

France was 1st…known as serjents… armed with white canes & swords at night… not military.
British had been fearful of police on the continent 

  Started with unpaid constables…failed so Sir Robert Peel introduced law to make paid police force. “Bobbies” named for him.

Goal was to prevent crime.  Impose order

Germany had the Schutzmannschaft for Berlin. They were more militaristic… well armed.

Some saw  crime coming as a result of poverty… new laws passed cracked down on paupers…

The poor were the “dangerous classes” likely to be led to revolt.

Created science academies to educate them

Religions created schools, nurseries, woman societies to help care for sick and poor.  Catholic’s used religious orders using instruction, recreation to steer poor away from vice. 

Prison Reform

   Arrests led to increase in prison population.

British had been sending prisoners to Australia, but stopped by 1830.

They sent missions to study US system.
They followed the Walnut St. prison in Philadelphia.

      Separate cells, isolated from each other. 

Prisons Petite Roquette in France and Pentonville in Britain.

Isolation of prisoner will cause personal reflection (rehab)

The French sent some prisoners to French Guiana.

The end was to create a more ordered society.

ROMANTICISM

Romantic writers/artists emphasized emotion and inner feelings in works.

The Sorrows of the Young Werther by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe… German…he sought freedom to fulfill himself…felt left out of society…His story plot with unfulfilled romantic love ending in tragic death.   Followed by writers creating novels of young maidens dying leaving their male love behind.

Individualism an important romantic element…Let out their inner drives… causing them to rebel against the middle class values of the day.  To express themselves.

The heroic…A solitary genius character defying the world.

  Thomas Carlyle… his hero’s transformed society. History determined by the deeds of a hero.

Past events was a focus…Brother’s Grimm (German)…collect local ancient fairy tales, so did Hans Christian Andersen in Denmark.

The past focus revived Gothic architecture…Neo Gothic house of British Parliament.

Novels by Walter Scott such as Ivanhoe focused on medieval England.  

Attracted to the unusual… Gothic literature

Edgar Allen Poe

Mary Shelley…Frankenstein

Romantics tried different experiences… drugs, dreams, to alter state.

Poets… Romantics belief it was a look into your inner soul.

Percy Bysshe Shelley…Prometheus Unbound a poem of revolt against oppressive laws and customs.
Love of Nature… important, new Romantic ideal…Nature contained mysterious forces from which humans can learn from

William Wordsworth wrote poems on nature.

God = Nature view.  God is everywhere in nature.

Romantics questioned the new materialism brought by the machines of the IR.  No room was left for imagination or the human soul.  Frankenstein was a warning about what new science would bring.

All Romantic painting focused on inner feeling…

    Art should mirror the artists imagination. Classical art rejected.

Warmth, emotion, movement expressed. 

Caspar David Freidrich…focus God & nature.

    Man & Woman gazing at the moon.  A feeling of mystery. Shut your physical eye, see with your spiritual eye.

Joseph W. Turner…Nature/landscapes…not realistic but interpret the moods using light & color.  The great Western Railway
Eugene Delacroix…French Romantic…exotic and passion for color.

    Death of Sardanapalus  Movement with color. 

Music
   Beethoven…a bridge between classical and romantic.

Went deaf and composed near the end without hearing music!

   Studied in Vienna began composing there

The 3rd Symphony  or Eroica…used rhythm to create feeling of dramatic struggle…uplifiting…

Hector Berlioz…French…program music…moods and sound effects of instruments to depict action & emotion.

    Symphonic Fantastique  emotion of tortured love & drug induced nightmares.

Religion

The rise of the conservative order brought back stability to the Catholic Church.

Genius of Christianity by Chateaubriand of France…Catholic faith shows harmony of all things. Gothic church shows awe of the divine.

The awakening… Protestant revival…Enthusiastic experience of Methodism…Pietism in Germany… Sin & redemption..

    Hellfire and emotional conversion of “being saved”. An emotional response.

A pattern in this chapter has set the stage for the remainder of European history until 1945.
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