Chapter 22: Nationalism & Realism

Europe 1850-1880

After 1850 Conservative leadership had secured power after the failures of 1848.

Conservative leaders realized they could use liberal and nationalistic forces to their own gain.

Napoleon the ‘small” Louis,  president and emperor of the French.  

Assembly rejected his constitutional revisions, so playing upon calls for reform by the people, he used the troops to seize power 12/1/51.

Granted male universal suffrage and got the people to vote him President for 10 yrs.

The next year 97% voted him emperor: Napoleon III. 

The 2nd Empire for France.

Ran an authoritarian govt. Napoleon III was in charge of the police, military and civil service. 

The Legislative Corps of France could not initiate law or affect the budget. 

France rebounded economically and stepped into the Industrial Age. 

Govt. granted money for transportation which tripled iron production.  Free hospitals and medicine, better housing for the workers. 

He reconstructed Paris, widening streets, circular plazas, public water and sewage.  (Hidden agenda- widen streets- easier for troops to move, harder for rioters to block streets)
Opposition…

    Napoleon III legalized unions and granted them right to strike. 

The legislative corps were give more say and opposition candidates greater campaign rights. 

In 1870, citizens voted down a parliamentary constitution and kept emperor.

But, tragic war with Prussia ended in disaster for France and will end Napoleon III reign.

CRIMEAN WAR

Who in Europe will benefit from the removal of the Ottoman Empire from East Europe?

The Russians had slowly encroached South into Crimea, an area bordering the Black Sea, key to transportation and rich, fertile soil. (control of the Dardanelles)

Ottoman decline led to nationalist gaining nations in Serbia, Greece and the Russians gained Moldavia & Wallachia as a protectorate. 

Russians had religious interests, as they, like the Eastern European’s were Orthodox Christian’s, giving Russians influence over them.

European’s feared a stronger Russia (balance of power),

Austria desired to move into the Balkans & Britain & France sought trade in the East Mediterranean. 

War erupts between Russia & Ottoman’s over Russia’s right to protect Palestine.  To balance this, Britain and France declare war on Russia. 

France had been protecting Palestine and were angry.
Austria stayed neutral much to Russian dismay.

A long seige by the French & British along the Black Sea at Sevastopol. After many months, Russian’s surrendered.

Tsar Alexandar II settled for peace. The treaty of Paris in 1856… Russia accepted Black Sea neutrality, gave up Bessarabia, a port on the Danube. Moldovia & Wallachia were placed in the hands of all five great powers. 

60% of all deaths in the conflict were due to  disease. 

British Florence Nightingale saved many British lives by keeping strict sanitary conditions and making nursing a profession.

The war destroyed the Concert of Europe.

 Austria & Russia are now enemies. Russia, humiliated, withdraws from European affairs, as did Britain. 

This breakdown of European diplomacy will open the door to nationalism in Italy & Germany (no policy of intervention).
UNIFICATION of ITALY

Austria still dominated Austria in 1850.

The Italian Piedmont state is the leader in unification efforts.

The Savoy royal family rules Piedmont & Sardinia. They previously attempted unification under King Charles Albert but stopped by the Austrian’s.

A new King, Victor Emmanuel II & his minister Count Cavour are liberal minded and will lead unification.

Cavour favored economic expansion, building up business, expanding credit & investement.
This led to more revenue for the Piedmont govt, to create a large army.

He would need French help to fed of the Austrian’s.

Cavour makes a deal with Napoleon III, French help in return for land that will be placed under friendly French royal family members (Napoleon’s cousin will marry the daughter of King Emmanuel- will rule over Nice & Savoy provinces of the Piedmont).

The French defeated the Austrian’s at Magenta & Solferino in 1859. Napoleon III signed a peace treaty with Austria soon after without informing Cavour. (Prussia was getting ready to side with Austria)

The treaty gave the Piedmont only one province of Italy- Lombardy. Cavour furious!

In the meantime, North Italian provinces were taken over by nationalists who voted to join the Piedmont. Napoleon agreed to their annexing in return for Nice & Savoy.

Southern Italy- a leader Giuseppe Garibaldi raised an army called the “red-shirts”. He landed troops in Sicily to oust the Bourbon king. 

He then marched up the Italian peninsula (1860). Naples fell to the red-shirts. 

Cavour feared French involvement if he attacked the Papal States in Rome.  Also, Garibaldi was more liberal, favoring democratic republic govt. 

Piedmont troops took Rome. A plebiscite in Rome and Sicily put them under Piedmont control.  In 1861, all of Italy was placed under the Piedmont king Victor Emmanuel, the house of Savoy. 
Only Venetia in the North was under Austrian control. & the Papal states under French control.  

In 1866, Austria lost the Prussian war and Venetia was able to join Italy. (Italy supported Prussia). The Franco-Prussian war saw France withdraw from the Papal Sates. The city of Rome was annexed in 1879.  Pasta for all!

UNIFICATION OF GERMANY

Austria & Prussia had dominated German affairs. The German confederation had little power, dominated by Austria & Prussia grew strong as an independent nation.

The Zollverein. A Prussia formed customs union, eliminating tolls on rivers and roads among member states.  Stimulated trade.  Liberals/Nationalists began to see Prussia as a key to unite Germans. 

Prussia, a constitutional monarchy, with a bicameral legislature.  Voting was divided by class, allowing the wealthy to dominate seats.

The lower house fell into the hands of the rising middle class since their numbers had grown (industrialization)

Although King and his ministers still dominated, the law and tax powers of the lower house will build.
New King, William I: Focus was to improve the army. Double its size, three years compulsory service.

Middle class feared compulsory service saw it as a way to gain allegiance to the monarchy. 

The legislature refused his new military budget in 1862

The king appointed the very conservative Otto Von Bismarck who will dominate European affairs until 1890!

Bismarck was a Junker (aristocrat). He rose thru the diplomatic ranks, serving in the German Confederation and ambassador to Russia and France. 

Realpolitik- realistic governance, make deals to get the practical done, This will allow conservatives to bend to accept liberal ideals.

Bismarck sought to use nationalism to his advantage. His military budget was rejected, but he collected takes and reorganized the army, ignoring Parliament, playing upon nationalistic sentiment. 

Bismarck engages in an active foreign policy, leading him to war.  War brings people together, stirs nationalism.

Danish War

     Bismarck carefully picked his wars, only fighting until he could fight one power alone. 

Denmark had annexed the duchies of Schleswig & Holstein despite international treaty.

They had large German populations. 
Prussia & Austria declare war on the Danes 1864

Bismarck had to gain favor with the Protestant, North German states. To do this he had to exclude Austria. He allowed Austria to administer Holstein, knowing it would create friction with Germans, setting up another war.

Austro-Prussian War

     Bismarck got Russia to remain neutral with a fight with Austria.  Napoleon III was bought off with a promise of land in the Rhineland, and Italy was promised Venetia if Austria loses. (See unification of Italy above).

Bismarck goaded war with Austria over the Holstein lands.  Austria was the old military power, Prussia the new power.

Prussian’s easily defeated Austrian’s- Prussian had breech loading guns that shot faster & superior railroads. Austria defeated at Koniggratz on July 3 1866. 

Austria was treated gently, lost Venetia to Italy and excluded from all German affairs. 

The north German states were organized into the North German Confederation, controlled by Prussia.  The Catholic south remained independent, butt were militarily aligned with Prussia. 

His success gave Bismarck power over the parliament, they agreed to his taxes. He had combined nationalism with conservative authority.  He had separated liberalism and nationalism. Hitler will model his govt, on Bismarck.

He allowed the North German confederation to create a constitution keeping each state under local control.  The king was head of confederation and Bismarck (Chancellor) responsible to the King. 
The military was under the King’s rule. The Parliament had two bodies, the Bundesrat an upper house of combined delegates from the states and the Reichstag, elected by universal male suffrage.  He will use the conservative peasants and artisans in the Reichstag to overcome liberals. 

FRANCO PRUSSIAN WAR 1870-71

France will never allow a strong German state. Trouble at home for Napoleon III led him to use nationalism to find an opportunity to unite France and humiliate Prussia.

Spain… Queen Isabelle II was dethroned and Prince Leopold a distant relative of Prussia king was asked to take throne. France would be encircled by the Hohenzollern dynasty of Prussia. 

Bismarck intercepts a letter from France demanding an apology from King William I. Bismarck edited the king’s response to insult the French. France declares war on Prussia just as Bismarck hoped. 

The entire French army and Napoleon III captured at the Sedan in 1870.  Four months later Paris surrendered. 
France had to pay 5 billion francs, give up the Alsace-Lorraine to Germany.

The southern German states entered with the north in the Versailles Palace hall of mirrors creating the Second German Empire.  Germany had merged into Prussia.

Authoritarian govt, had won out over liberalism in Germany. 

Germany became the biggest power on the continent. 

Liberals rejoiced because of a united Germany. 
DOMESTIC REFORMS IN EUROPEAN NATIONS

Austria

     The Habsburgs had crushes revolts in 1848 and restored centralized & autocratic govt.

In 1848 Austria emancipated serfs! Hoping to quell rebellion.

The rising urban proletariat of industrial classes began labor unrest.

Alexander von Bach…local rule was overseen by a unified system of centralization by German speaking officials. 

This in the face of many national groups living in Austria. 

The Catholic Church given control of education. (not all were Catholic).

Emperor Francis Joseph established a  parliament of upper house and elected lower. German’s elected to positions alienating Hungarians. 

Ausgleich (compromise) of 1867 a result of the loss in the Prussian war.   A dual monarchy created, kinda…
Hungarians had own Parliament, own ministers and capital- Buda (Budapest).  Emperor Joseph common emperor, common army & finances.  

Hungary was in a sense an independent nation, charged with own domestic affairs.    Now other national groups left out…

Slavs, Croats, Czechs, Serbs, Slovaks and some Russians). This will come to a head in WWI.

Russia

   Crimean War loss showed how far behind Russia lagged the rest of Europe.

Tsar Alexandar II was to overhaul Russia…

     He emancipated the serfs in 1861. (They needed educated to be better soldiers and quell revolts)

Serfs now peasants.  Rich kept best land, they had to repay the state for the land they got, subject to the mir or village commune.

The village commune owned the land, not the peasant. The communes did not want peasants to leave the land since they owed money.

Tsar created Zemstvos or local assemblies elected local bodies, nobles dominated. 

The liberal hope that these bodies would become a national Parliament failed.

Other reforms worked…legal reforms in 1864; local courts, a code which accepted equality under the law. 

These changes unleashed push for more radical reforms.

 Conservatives opposed the Tsar reforms.
Alexander Herzen….his slogan “Land of Freedom” from exile in London wanted the peasant to be the instrument of reform.

The village commune would be the new governing body.

Populism- revolutionary acts to change society brought about by the poor. The poor were not interested!

People’s Will- Violent overthrow of Tsar to create change. They assassinated the tsar Alexandar II in 1881. This turned his son Alex III against reform!

Great Britain

The Victorian Age  Queen Victoria reigned from 1837 to 1901!

Britain was stable… The Reform Act, economic prosperity, rising wages. Pride in the nation. 

The Age was known for it sense of duty and morals.

Politically it was an uneasy time…

    Aristocrats and upper middle class who dominated Parliament shifted positions on issues. 

Lord Palmerston…Prime Minister…

 Another realist, a whig who would compromise.
 He was not a zealous reformer.

The tories used liberal ideas to win over newly franchised groups (new citizens that vote) to the conservative party.
Led by Benjamin Disraeli

Reform Act of 1867- Lowered monetary requirements for voting allowed more urban workers to vote. 

Voters voted liberals not tories into office in next election!

Both liberal and conservatives now had to organize better to manipulate voters! Parliament will be divided between liberals and conservatives to the present day.

Liberal Parliament leader is William Gladstone… reforms…

   Civil service exams for govt posts, secret ballot, stopped the purchase of military commissions.  Education Act of 1870 made elementary ed available to all children.

MARX & MARXISM…

     1848 the publication The communist manifesto written by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engles.

Germans that wrote in Paris. His ideas banned in Germany.

Both from wealthy backgrounds

Engles had studied the working class of England, calling their condition the “wage of slavery”.
Both joined the Communist League of Germany.

The work became a political document, written to rouse the working class.

A blend of German & French thought..

   French- revolution can change society.

   German- philosopher Hegel… everything evolves, history is a clash between two opposing forces. 

Focus on class conflict over material forces of production. Those with the means will always dominate those without.

Current government was created to defend the interests of the industrial middle class. (Bourgeois)

The workers (proletariat) need to overthrow rulers with violence and create a dictatorship to reorganize the means of production.

A classless society will emerge! Progress and wealth will abound.

Marx moved to London after the failures of 1848.

The International Working Men’s Assoc…A British and French trade union Marx became highly involved in.

Attempted but failed to push a socialist agenda in Europe.

Marx ideas, along with the unity of Germany & Italy sets the course for the first half of the 20th century as these three forces are set lose on the world with dire results!

