  Chapter 18

18th Century: States, Wars and Change

Most European states ruled by monarchs, but the 

Divine right theory was dying out, despite this, governments were to become more centralized in order  to achieve a more
Efficient state with more government, taxation and military building. 

Replaced by secularized, utilitarian ideas.

Enlightenment sentiment argued that all citizens had natural rights (freedoms), thus you needed an enlightened ruler…

    Allowing religious toleration, free speech and press, keep private property and foster arts & science. 

Enlightenment an aristocratic movement, did not trust the masses of people, sought rulers enlightened to transmit these principles through government.  A replacement of  the divine right theory.
Historical examples were Fredrick II of Prussia, Catherine the Great of Russia & Joseph II of Austria. 

England & France, the two commercial empires of the day (a move of power to the Atlantic coast, from the Mediterranean. 
France… King resisted enlightened changes in govt… while aristocrats pushed reforms that King resisted.  
Although economy wrecked by Louis XIV, under Cardinal Fleury, France balanced budget, pulled back from foreign affairs, expanded textiles, and coal industry. 

Louis XV weak leader, under great influence of his mistress Madame de Pompadour made govt decisions. He realized a growing distrust of his monarchy. France in debt from 7 yrs war with high debt and high taxes.  

His grandson was impotent in govt affairs and his wife Marie Antoinette were oblivious to the despair of the people. The future of France was not bright. The monarchy in France has spent a century being caught up in the social life of the court at Versailles, with little heed to the citizens or nation.
Great Britain

    By 1707 it was the United Kingdom (England & Scotland united).  
King had ministers who set policy, Parliament made laws, levied taxes, and influenced ministers.  The ministers has replaced the king as head of executive branch. 
Parliament dominated by landed aristocracy; Peers who sat for life In House of Lords & the landed gentry who served in the House of Commons. 

How did the king keep some power?  

Used the rivalries in Parliament to divide them.

Used patronage to reward loyal members (awarding titles, posts and positions in the church and king’s staff).

Parliamentary elections were structured oddly…

    Commons members chosen not by popular vote. Not equitable based on population… Manchester a new city had no reps while a small village of six may have two reps.

Wealthy could control these rep’s using patronage and bribery… “Pocket boroughs” a single person controlled all the reps  like  the duke of Newcastle controlled seven boroughs.

Same people elected over and over… 40 shillings of property allowed you to vote.
King’s chief ministers passed out the patronage, so they held great power. 

Hanoverian dynasty begun in 1714 with death of last Stuart, Queen Anne.  Protestant rulers of German sate of Hanover chosen, King George I & II. Did not speak English, knew no English customs, thus ministers ruled the day.

This would lead to today’s modern cabinet officials in British Govt. 

Robert Walpole was chief minister at this time… Avoided new taxes by a peaceful foreign policy, but middle class sought expanded trade and empire.

William Pitt… exponent of empire building acquired Canada and India in the 7 yrs war.

King George III  replaced Pitt with Lord Bute. He sought increase in monarch power, but the widespread increase in Enlightenment thought began an outcry against patronage, reformed electoral system.

John Wilkes- House of Commons member…a journalist publicly critical of King and ministers is arrested for this and expelled from Parliament. 

Re-elected and denied again.  Non-voters and middle element voters (guild leaders, small merchants), cried for liberty.

Called for end of Parliamentary privileges. Parliament focused on the increased power of the King. 
George III appointed William Pitt the Younger in which Pitt won the House of Commons over thru patronage and stayed off reforms for another generation.

Dutch Republic

    United Netherlands was not united, but controlled by oligarchies in charge of each town.  They opposed the ruling House of Orange. These regents (oligarchies), where opposed by the Dutch Burghers calling themselves patriots that wanted to open towns up to reform and participation.

Prussian’s sent troops crushed the Patriots efforts and the old system continued.

Central & East Europe

Beginning to play a larger role in Europe.

Prussia

Developed an effective army and bureaucracy
Fredrick William I…established the General Directory- served to centralize the many disjointed territories (controlling police, military, economic affairs.) To create a more centralized state
A civil service system with the code of obedience, honor and service to king.

King kept personal supervision of the bureaucracy.

Highly stratified society…Junkers-aristocracy owned land and still had serfs. Control of army officers.  So nobles loyal to the king.  They were the movers  and shakers of Prussia. 
Prussia had 4th largest army even though 13th in population. 

Prussian militarism- the society held military values extremely high.   “An army with a nation”.

Other classes… Peasants- lived on estates or in army.

                           Middle class- civil service, Fredrick William encouraged middle class posts. 

Fredrick II (the Great)… Highly educated and cultured. A man of the Enlightenment.  The king as servant of the state.

Prussia govt. known for its efficiency and honesty.
Fredrick the Great started with reforms; a single code of laws for all territories, no torture except for murder of treason.

Granted some freedom of speech and total religious toleration. But…

Relied on nobility so… Prevented commoners from rising in rank in govt…Prussia becomes more aristocratic.

Enlarged army to 200,000 men. Seized Silesia from Austria during its succession crisis. Seized land in Poland. Unifies the scattered Prussian population.   Prussia becomes a great European power. 

Austria and the Habsburg Empire

Vienna , the center of the Habsburg dynasty, Music capital of Europe. Ornate with Baroque styles.

Was not able to unite the many peoples and cultures under common law or government.

Maria Theresa…(Empress)…Sought to reform Empire in the face of Prussian pressure and military might. 

She placed Hungary under royal control, taxed clergy.
Divided Austria-Bohemia into 10 provinces and then into districts allowing for more centralization. 

Modernized army. A conservative Catholic, she did not embrace the enlightenment reforms. 

Joseph II…son of Theresa…Embraced the philosophy of reason.

Far-reaching reforms…Abolished serfdom, ended international trade barriers, ended monopolies, ended death penalty, equality in the law.  Religious reforms…Religious toleration and placed restrictions on the Church.  Over 6,000 decrees and 11, 000 new laws!
Effects… Alienated nobility and Church.  Non-Germans angered by attempt to make German official Govt, language. 

Most reforms undone by future leaders. 

Russia & Catherine the Great

Catherine was wife of czar Peter III.  She won favor with the guard, he was killed and nobles made her autocrat of Russia. 
She wanted Enlightenment reforms. She did not want to alienate the palace guard & nobles. 

Instruction… A guide for the assembly in 1767 to debate serfdom, torture, capital punishment and equality.  But in fact little changed due to opposition.
Divided Russia into 50 provinces then divided into districts where the ruling official was chosen by nobles.  Thus, the nobles actually ran the daily affairs of Russia. 

Nobles had right to trial by peers, exempt from personal tax or capital punishment.  The Charter of Nobility in 1785 formalized these rights. 

Imposition on peasants caused a revolt that spread out into the Volga Valley and drew the tribes of Cossacks into the conflict.   

Emelyan Pugachev… a Cossack, whipped the elements into mass revolt, into Southern Russia, from the Urals into the Volga. He freed those peasants in 1774 and freed them from taxes and military service.  

Peasants seized nobles estates, but the government stepped in to break revolt.  Pugachev killed, revolt stopped and peasants repressed harder than before and expanded. 
Catherine expanded Russia into Poland (Russia gained 50% of Poland!) and south into the Black Sea and defeated the Turks to spread south.   

Treaty of Kuchuk-Kainarji…got land, and will protect Greek Orthodox in the Ottoman Empire and the right to sail Turkish waters.  
Poland

     The monarch had no power, the nobles had all the power, thus making it weak and inviting other nations to meddle. 

Poland was split up during the 18th century.  (Austria, Russia and Prussia).  To keep peace and balance of power between the three, each nation took Polish land instead of from each other.  

Prussia able to unite territories by acquiring West Prussia. 

Austria took the area called Galicia and agriculturally rich land. 

Russia dominated any remaining Poland land with its arms. 

General Thaddeus Kosciuszko tried a rebellion in 1794-95, Poland was obliterated and portioned by the three nations. 

Poland had needed a strong absolute state during this time period. 

Scandinavia
Battle of Poltava in 1709 caused Sweden to lose power (lost to Russsia).

The nobles under the diet, grabbed power and monarchy became a puppet. 

King Gustavus III seized power taking advantage of noble struggle between pro-French vs. pro-Russian nobles. 

An enlightened monarch; eliminates torture, gives freedoms of religion, press, speech. The most successful enlightened monarchs of the age!
Laissez-faire approach to economics. Reduced tariffs, eliminates tolls, expands trade. He was assassinated for his efforts by the nobles. 

Repeat the story for Denmark, King Christian VII and minister Struenesee, nobles opposed, killed minister. 

Absolutism again?

Yes and No

Only Joseph II brought truly enlightened reforms that stuck.

Reforms aimed to keep control and satisfy subject. State power increased with larger armies and bigger government. 

The wealthy were not yet willing to extend the equal rights of the enlightenment to all citizens.

War!

Then enlightenment philosophy saw war as foolish vs. the principle self-interest of the state. 
Europe tried to prevent war with using “balance of power”…

If one nation gained power via land or bigger army, you nation countered with increases in the same so both nations were equal in power. 

Diplomacy focused on keeping the interest of dynastic families and extend their holdings.  

The emergence of the concept of “reason of state” in which ministers looked to the long-term future of the state. 

Larger armies and navies meant more taxes, that meant bigger bureaucracies and organize to win war. 

Standing armies meant more likely to use war to solve conflict than diplomacy. 

Europe was peaceful from 1715-1740

War of Austrian Succession

   Charles VI had only a daughter as a Habsburg heir… Maria Theresa. Had to convince European powers to recognize her. 

This was called the Pragmatic Sanction.

Fredrick II of Prussia  invaded Austria Silesia upon Charles death. France, enemy of Austria enters war.  Causing Maria to seek an alliance with England, a new form of diplomacy.
France took the Netherlands

France took Madras, India from English.

British took French fort Louisbourg, key to St. Lawrence River.

Peace treaty Aix-la-Chapelle all territory except Silesia returned. This would cause another war in the future with Prussia and Austria. 

7yrs War Alliances

England vs. France for colonial empire.

Prussia vs Austria for Silesia

Russian joined Austria who saw Prussia as rival causing Prussia to join England as ally.

Conflict Europe, N. America and India.

Europe; Fredrick the Great (Prussia) with his great army able to defeat Austria, France, Russia for some time. Battle of Rossbach beat combined larger army of France, Austria. 
Fredrick forces wore down over time, being under attack from 3 directions. 

Peter III admired Fredrick and withdrew Russian forces from conflict. 

The Peace of Hubertusburg, all occupied land returned & Austria let Prussia keep Silesia. 

The War for Empire between France and England was fought for the New World and India. England was the last nation to rely on mercenaries, not a standing army.
Robert Clive won the support of Indian princes and France withdrew from Indian under the Peace of Paris. 

N. America it was known as the French & Indian War. 

Conflict Canada for control of St. Lawrence waterway which laid claim the  Great Lakes area. 

Fighting in the Ohio Valley . British needed this land for expansion.  The French found allied from the Indians.

William Pitt the elder of England focused efforts on the American colonies during the war. But France lost most of its naval fleet in 1759 and France could not send troops needed. 

British seized Montreal, Great Lakes area and Ohio Valley.
Canada won after battle at the Plains of Abraham by Gen. James Wolfe. Won Ohio Valley after fall of French fort Duquesne.  

France gave N . America to England at the Treaty of Paris: Canada and Lands east of Mississippi.  Florida from Spain to England Louisiana to Spain.  France was left with little empire and a great deal of debt!
ARMIES

   Standing armies grew; France 300,000, Prussia 200K, Russia 300K.

Officers from aristocracy, middle class kept to middle ranks, lower class rank and file soldiers. 

Russia & Prussia conscripted serfs, but needed them for farming. 

Most armies employed mercenaries… from Swiss and German states. England had no standing army and relied heavily on mercenaries.  (Hessians)

England and the Dutch relied on naval power. 

Conditions on ships poor, malnutrition, disease, impressments-forced to serve on ships. 

King Frederick of Prussia summed saw the build up of armies as needed to support the principle of extending all territories for all nations., the main rule of governments. 

This increase in armies did not mean more war; had to be responsible with tax money, too destructive now, no longer driven by ideology, the balance of power…

Couldn’t risk armies on full scale war, generals used maneuvers and strategy to avoid pitched battle. Thus, battles had limited objectives, yet many showy maneuvers. 
(Allowed opposing forces to withdraw)

Building of massive forts to store supplies and secure transportation systems. (siege warfare.)

Changes

   Rapid changes in population, banking, farming and manufacturing.

Population grew rapidly; from 120 million to 190 million by 1790.  Even when many were leaving to the new world!

Decline in death rate, more food, better transport of food led to few famines.  No more plagues.  Still simple disease from poor hygienic conditions caused death. 

Family/Child care

Family still heart of social life. Parents in upper class still picked spouses fro child. Families were still large for all social classes.
Lower class breast feed, abstained from sex while feeding and were wet-nurses for the upper class.  More middle class adopted the practice. 

More kids meant changing attitudes to them, especially with the new Enlightenment ideas.

(Rousseau- kids are blank slates that can be taught anything)

View the children were unique, not to be treated as adults. 

Wore different clothing, all children, not just first born given equal status. Games to teach and children books like Little Pretty Pocket book. Mainly upper classes. Their own clothing styles.
Among the poor, having kids were a burden to mom for birth and another mouth to feed among the poor.  Some turned to infanticide!

Many children placed in “homes” for charity which the upper class supported.  Largest in St. Petersburg Russia.

These Foundling Institutes were dangerous for the young and infants, morality of 90-50%!  When about 9-10, off to work. Not government supported but the charitable donations of the upper class. 
Marriage

   Nuclear families created after marriage.  Marriage was late due to need to establish money build up.

This limited birthrate…Illegitimate childbirth rose as a result up as high as 10%, but will double that in the industrial age.
Avg. was five kids per family.  40-60% of women at any given time not married, keeping population from exploding. 

Aristocratic families only avg. 3 children. 

Male and female children were working in the family craft or other job, being part of family income.  

Women worked for upper class, in husbands craft or labored in fields or for wealthy. 

Agriculture Revolution?

   Production peeked in 175o do it didn’t grow continuously, most improvements limited to England. 

Why better? More land, more yields, more livestock and better climate.

The “little ice age” was over, w/ warmer summers. 

The end of leaving land fallow, new crops found that kept soil with nutrients (turnips, clover etc.)

These foods fed to livestock allowing more animal raising. 

More meat in diet=healthier people. 

= more manure for fertilizer. 

This increased yields. 

Jethro Tull of England…use hoe to keep soil loose around plant.  Drill for seed planting, not scatter.

New crops from the New World… Corn and Potatoes. 

Easy to plant, the poor could use bad land and they were rich in vitamins and carbs. 

As a result, Europe’s population nearly doubles the first half of the 18th century.

These new ways stopped small land holding farmers, the end of the open-field system.

They enclosed the land (the Enclosure act in England). Favoring large land owners, forcing small, poor farmers off the land to either work land of others or move to city.  Village life was changed. 

These changes readied England to enter the Industrial and Urban Age. 

Finance

   Loss of gold and silver left nations looking for more money. Creating new banks, expanding credit and the use of paper money. 
Bank of England…Made loans…Issued banknotes (cash) backed by its credit.  Bonds sold paid interest to its holder allowing a new source of income for the nation. 

This gave England an advantage over France, when the French banking failed. England is economic superpower!
Dutch still leader in European finance…London replaced it in the early 1800’s.  

Don’t kid yourself, most citizens of all nations were still peasants. 

Industry

    Textiles  (cloth) most important industry.

England and France leaders in this. 

Production of textile moved out into the countryside. The “domestic system” where merchants sent out the wool and material to rural workers.  

This was a “cottage industry”  a family business, wife and kid’s spin the material and men wove it on looms. The cottage system was isolated to England and Flanders. 

Cotton introduced from India and latter the America’s.  

High demand meant the cottage industry couldn’t keep up with production demand.  

The flying shuttle and Richard Arkwright’s water frame spread up production.  Extra yarn meant new inventions of looms requiring machines to take over the jobs of the cottage workers.

Rural workers called for destruction of these new machines. 
Social Order
    Social status was still broken into traditional orders (estates), based on heredity.

Enlightenment establishment fought this, but old ways die hard.

Clothing often distinguished social groups.

Peasants

    Made up 85% of Europe’s population.

    Two groups; the free peasant or the landed serf.

Western European serfs free, but some suffered poverty  worse than serfs in the East. 

Most peasants not free from compulsory services.  Most owed tithes of 1/3 of their crops going to wealthy. 

Rich had hunting rights on their land, paid dues and owned the mills, ovens and presses needed by the farmers.

Serfdom; forced to work land, had to get lords approval for personal choices of marriage or moving. In Russia the serfs were tied to the landowner, not the land. Little more than slaves. 

The local village center of peasant life. Maintained order, religion, taxes for the govt., controlled methods of farming. 

Diet; staple- dark bread, soups, water, wine & beer. Potatoes and corn, new. A healthy diet, but  Failure of crops meant disease. (Think Irish potato famine)
Nobility

    2-3% of population.

 Exempt from severe punishment, didn’t have to face the courts,  from many taxes, had control of serfs in E. Europe. 

Lived off the yield of estate by peasants. Began mercantile business.

Large role in military…Government bureaucracy.

Not all nobles equal, The number of nobles declined between 1750 to 1815.  You could acquire noble status by acquiring land or attaining a government post.

Noble Life

The last century of the sweet life before the age of revolutions. 
The Absolutism Age granted the noble life in the court of the king. A place of honor.
Most remained in the country side. 

The English country house… built in the Gregorian style (King George), styled after Venetian architect Andrea Palladio who built villas.  Elegant yet domestic, a comfort of home.

The lower floors for public activities, a large drawing room for entertainment.  Upstairs private. A new desire for privacy. Servants housed separately. 

The social rooms began to reflect more feminine character. 

Built up open spaces to separate from lower classes. Surrounded by walls (parks), even moving villages to build these “parks”.

The Grand tour

   High culture was cosmopolitan… French international language, educated in Latin classics, travel “the grand tour” a educational tool. Travel for a year after schooling. 

Travel still difficult and dangerous. Water- rough seas, pirates. Land.. climate dangers, robbery. 

Inns…in Germany… dirty, target of thieves. 

The young men touring had a tutor. If English usually went first to Paris to be sophisticated, then to Italy..Study art in the Uffizi Gallery in Florence.  Chased women and drink!

Off to Rome to tour ruins and end in Pompeii’s recent discovery. 

Towns and cities

    A minority of people lived there, except in Britain and the Dutch.  
London had 1 million, Paris 600K. Only 20 cities in Europe with over 100K.  Cities had education, culture, rural areas mainly poverty ridden.

Peasants resented townspeople for using most of the resources and taking money thru tithes, rents and dues.

Towns had large sections of middle classes. Bankers, merchants, professionals (law, education).  

Lower middle class of shopkeepers, artisans, traders.  Working class in guilds, accounting for urban industry.  They were closed guilds and kept most out.  

And a large group of unskilled labor…servants, cooks.

High death rates among children.  Unsanitary… no sewage, no sanitation. 

No work for the unskilled immigrant worker. 

Poverty began to grow. 

Venice had 3-5% beggars. They had license. As high as 15% unlicensed.  Prostitution was an alternative to begging.  
A change in attitude… The poor were children of God earlier in Europe history,  but now beggars viewed negatively, a cause of crime, laziness. Charitable groups overwhelmed… St. Vincent DePaul, Sisters of Charity.  

The government did not view it as a duty to aide them. 

No work for the poor.  A blemish on the history of Europe. 

Even though Enlightened ideas didn’t see immediate acceptance by governments and the old European systems remained intact, the tension between the wealthy and majority in poverty will come to a head as the enlightened ideas spread. The age of revolutions is about to dawn.

