Chapter 15… 17th Century Europe

A time of inflation, fueled by prosperity, began to let up in 17th century

Italy and Spain began to fail with weak economies.

Population rise slowed… 1500-1600 up from 60 mill to 85 million. Declining again by 1650.

War, famine, plague. The little ice age lasts until the mid 1800’s!  

Social tensions create the Witchcraft craze

Social conditions that created it…Old community ethics began to be replaced with looking out for oneself.

A growing poor population created tension between classes. 

Lack of local charity, widows turned to unusual methods to make money (herbs, potions etc.)

Scapegoats for society problems.

Accusation by both sides of the religious debate of influence by the devil (Protestant v. Catholic)

The use of inquisition like tactics employed to flush out evil. (Witchcraft like practices had existed for centuries).  

100,000 people prosecuted as witches.  Many actually admitted to work with the devil. 

The 30 years War…

Several phases over 30+ years
Often called the last war of religion.

Also, called the war between the Bourbon dynasty of France v. Habsburg’s of Spain & Holy Roman Empire.

The Peace of Augsburg was supposed to have brought peace to Lutheran and Catholic’s in Germany.

2 camps emerged in the Holy Roman Empire

Calvinist ruled the Palentine (Fredrick IV) created the Protestant Union.

Duke Maximilian created the Catholic League in south state of Bavaria. Set the stage.

ALSO…

Habsburg’s turned to Spain to help unite Holy Roman Empire.

German princes turned to France to unite against the Emperor. 

Bohemian Phase of War

Archduke Ferdinand named ruler of Bohemia, his nobles were Calvinist, he was Catholic. Tried to re-Catholic Bohemia. No way
Nobles rebelled. Put ruler of Palatinate, Elector Fredrick V, head of Protestant Union.

Maximillian of Bavaria & the Catholic league defeat Fredrick at Battle of White Mountain in Prague 11/8/1620. 

Spain moved to divide the Palatinate by conquering it. This helped them get a route to Italy and Netherlands. 

Spain renewed attacks on the Dutch

Emprorer Ferdinand brought Bohemia a Habsburg claim and restored the Catholic Church.

Danish Phase

 King Christian IV of Denmark sent his Protestant forces into northern Germany.

Defeated by Albrecht von Wallenstein. Took Northern Germany port cities.

With Catholic success, Ferdinand II issued Edict of Restitutution: Prohibited Calvinism, reclaimed all Catholic property.

Habsburg power increase feared by nobles. 

Swedish Phase
   Devout Lutheran king of Sweden… Gustavus Adolphus…Aided his German princes.

  He swept out Catholic forces in north and moved into heart of Germany.

The battle of Lutzen… Swedish victory (King killed) 

Swedes defeated again at battle of Nordlingen driven out of Southern Germany. 

German emperor annulled Edict of Restitution.

Franco-Swedish phase

   French under chief minister Cardinal Richelieu entered the war, supporting the Protestant Swedes…to weaken the Habsburgs.  
Battle of Rocrol 1643.. France defeats Spain

Peace of Westphalia brought end to fighting in Bavaria in which French forces engaged imperial forces. 

Peace of Pyrenees end war with France and Spain. 

France replaces Spain as a dominate power.

Outcome

  German states free to determine religion

France gained parts of W. Germany, the Alsace and three cities. France controls border with Germany.

Austria Habsburgs saw influence in Germany decrease.

Holy Roman Empire 300 states were independent.

Westphalia Peace ignored the Pope and completely separated religion and politics.

Germany population declined and economically weakened, disunity continues for 200 years on…

Military Changes

   Ruler rep=military might

Standing (permanent) armies had fully replaced feudal knights.

Battalions/Squadrons with pikes, arranged in mass rectangles marched into action .

Gustavus Adolphus of Sweden had first standing army.

Used the salvo, all men firing at once.
Followed by pike charge

Light artillery, mobile tactics, better training and discipline.

These armies a tax burden to citizens.

Large bureaucracies created to supervise. 

This led to increase in the power of the state.

Rebellions

   Common people rose in opposition to these new burdens and growing class conflict. 

Absolutism and the French

  The king ruled by divine right, total power.

Jean Bodin….political theorists… the power to make law, tax, justice, foreign policy and military.

French Bishop Jacques Bosset expressed these ideas in Politics Drawn from the Very Words of Holy Scripture   Divine right from God.

Louis XIV  would reach French culture in all levels of European society.

Prior to Louis XIV, France bordered on anarchy.

France run by Cardinal Richelieu who would create policy to strengthen monarchy.

Uncover nobles with ambition and isolate them 

Sent our intendants to provinces to carry our royal orders. 
The Taille a direct tax on property was increased by debt continued to rise. 

Upon Richelieu’s death, Cardinal Mazarin picked up, Louis was only 4.

The Fronde… a revolt of nobility, the parliament off Paris (court) and angry masses… All opposed to Mazarin’s increase on central govt power.

2 Fronde’s failed…Louis XIV becomes “Sun King” at 23.

A man of routine

Created the myth of the Sun King, the absolute monarch.

France was still not organized… Province with own rules, towns too, Nobles had much authority.. Louis overcame all of this.

Used his court at Versailles as way to control the noble’s policy making ambitions.
Versailles was the personal home of the king, the home of the central govt.  and where powerful men came to seek favor and jostle for power. 

Louis preoccupied these nobles into his court life, keeping them out of politics. 

He used newly rich nobles as ministers, not once feeling entitled by family ties.

Louis had direct control of affairs, foreign policy, taxes, control of religion, but had trouble controlling internal affairs (Estates, nobles very powerful).

His motto “One king, one law, one faith”

The Edict of Fontainebleau” revoked the edict of Nantes…Closed all Protestant schools, destroyed Huguenot churches.

Most fled the nation

Jean Baptiste Colbert minister of finance…

Upheld a policy of mercantilism

Improve the quality of French goods for export.

Luxury goods.

Raised tariffs on foreign goods.

Louis spent the money faster and faster…

Tax burden grew on the poor.

Versailles

   An old hunting lodge outside Paris
Remodeled with much money and labor.

A house, reception hall, office, home to thousands of royal officials.

Awe French subjects and impress foreign powers.

Louis kept high nobles there, but kept busy in non productive activities blocked them from power.

King had no privacy… Daily life staged and elaborate rituals.

Rigid standard of court etiquette (seating)

The Appartement… A relaxed time with little rules and lots of gambling! Three evenings a week.

Wars of Louis XIV

  Sect of War Le Tellier

A professional standing army of 100,000 in peace time

4 wars for the glory of the Bourbon dynasty

1. Invasion of Spanish Netherlands… first attempt failed after a Triple Alliance of Dutch, England and Sweden made him sue for peace.

Then he re-invaded 4 yrs later but an alliance of Brandenburg, Spain and Holy Roman Emperor ended with the peace of  Nimwegen. France got Frache-Comte from Spain.
2. Holy Roman Empire

He got the Alsace & Lorranine and city of Stasbourg after he perceived Holy Empire weak. The League of Augsburg; Spain, Holy Roman Empire, Sweden, England and Dutch to stand up to him led to 3rd war

3. War of League of Augsburg

8 yr struggle brought famine and depression to France. 

    4. War of Spanish succession

         To prevent Bourbon to sit on Spanish throne (grandson of Louis XIV). 

England, Holland, Austria, Germany opposed France and Spain.  1702-1713.

Battle of Blenheim defeat for France under English led by  John Churchill led to 

Peaces of Utrecht & Rastatt Spain did become Bourbon under Philip V but throne of Spain And France were to be separate.

Spanish Netherlands, Milan & Naples Italy given to Austria

England got Gibraltar and all French Canada.

Death of Sun King found France impoverished and surrounded by enemies.
Spain declined

    No money, King Phillip II bankrupt. Out of date army, middle class weakened, luxury loving middle class and oversupply of priest/monks.

Phillip III spent on luxury and miracle relics.

Greedy duke of Lerma minister of finances spent money on his family.

Under Philip IV minister Gaspar de Guzman curtailed the power of the Church and nobles and attempted to centralize govt. power.  No success.

Philip spent money on imperial glory (war)

Lost the Spanish Netherlands and border regions to France. 

Germany

    Rise of Brandenberg under the Hohenzollern dynasty.  Brandenberg-Prussia united.

Foundation laid by Fredrick William the Great Elector

Built a standing army

Established General War Commissariat an agency of war and civil affairs. 

The Junkers… Prussian nobles who served as officials and officers.

   Fredrick gave nobles control over peasants, free from taxes and high offices in return for control. 

   His son Fredrick III was granted title King Fredrick I of B/Prussia for aiding in war of Spanish succession.

Austria

   Lost hope of creating a German Empire after 30 yrs war.

  Leopold I forced eastward expansion but the Turks stood in way. Turks laid siege o Vienna 1683.

Austria defeated them 1687. Treaty of Karlowitz…Austria Empire created by controlling Hungary, Transylvania, Croatia and Slovenia. 

Gained Spanish Netherlands, Milan, Sardinia, Naples after Spanish succession war. 

   Never able to establish absolute control over an diverse area of people. 

Italy

   Emperor Charles V defeated France and became arbiter of Italy. Philip II of Spain given imperial rights to Italy as duchy of Milan.

  Austria supplanted Spain as the power in Italy (see above)
Russia

  Leadership emerged from Moscow 
Ivan the Terrible… first Tsar expanded east (blocked west by Poland/Swedes)

Ivan crushed nobility (Boyars)

Time of Troubles…resurgence of nobles and anarchy with end of Ivan. The Zemsky Sobor (assembly) chose Michael Romanov tsar a dynasty until the 1917 revolution

Highly stratified society… Tsar, upper class nobles, peasants bound to land. Serfdom common due to shortage of peasants and abundant land.   Town merchants not allowed to leave city or sell outside their class.

  Revolt and schism in Russian church unsettled times in Russia.

Western ideas began to infiltrate. Peter the Great sped up westernizing.

   Peter’s desire to westernize nation after trip west.   “Europeanization” mainly in technology for military use. 

     Built standing army and navy. Peasants forced to 25 yr terms. 

    Senate created to run nation while away on military romps.

    Senate broke into foreign affairs “colleges”
Divided Russia into 8 provinces and later 50. Hoped for a sense of civic duty called a “police-state”.  

   Required all landowners to serve in military or civil office.  Table of Ranks… chance for non-nobles to serve state and join nobility.  Citizens work up 14 grades/levels of service. 

   Adopted mercantilism policies to boost revenue.  Continued to raise taxes.

    Church control… Holy Synod…state overseeing Church…A procurator oversaw state interests. He named a patriarch for the Church. 

    Introduced western manners. Shave beards, shorten coats. 

   Women benefit from Peter… remove traditional veils, mix with men.. requiring  men and women to meet and marry at free will.

Needed a “window west”… needed foot in Baltic coast… Sweden had military control.

Charles XII routed Russian in battle of Narva 1700.

   Russia won the next… Battle of Poltava 1709.

  Peace of Nystadt… Peter  acquired Estonia, Livonia and Karelia… Baltic coast states.

   Built St. Petersburg as new Russian capital to face west.  
Sweden lost all power, Russia up and coming power and a member of Europe.

Peter’s forceful tactics made Russian’s distrust the Europeans, so he failed in some ways. 

Ottoman’s

   Took Constantinople in 1453, prevented from east Europe by Hungary resistance.  

Advanced as far as Vienna by 1529.  Spain defeated them at Lepanto 1571 preventing Mediterranean control.  

    Well organized, military might (Janissaries- Muslim boys w/o parents formed elite branch)

   1683, Ottomans made push into East Europe and repulsed and pushed out, never to threaten again.

Limits of Absolutism

   A misleading term

Local institutions had much greater day to day control.  Classes,interest  groups limited what a king could do. The nobles had great influence on what a king could or couldn’t do.

Poland
   Poland had been big player in 15th century; controlling Lithuania and the Ukraine.

  An elected monarch, usually from another nation… Swede Sigismund III wanted an empire that he never saw.

    The Sejm is the Polish diet (assembly)  rich landowner chose king and then controlled him.

The Sejm prevented a centralized authority and Poland broke down into chaos.

Became a group of independent states and the land was fought over by other powers for centuries.

Dutch Golden Age

    17th century the golden age

   Amsterdam the center of finances for Europe

(Stock exchange, major port, The Exchange Bank)

The United Provinces of the Netherlands by 1581

Created by the Peace of Westphalia in 1648 the modern Dutch nation.

Each province vied for power, William of Orange and the house of Orange occupied the stadholderate in most of the provinces (they maintained army and order)

The States General (assembly) opposed Orangist ambition wanted a republic govt. 

After William a king until his death, due to war with France and England, it stayed a republic.

Amsterdam a city of rapid growth… urban expansion plan.. increased its territory by building three concentric canals to expand land. 

The canals allowed upper floor of homes to be used for storage of commercial goods

Lucrative North Sea herring fishery

Invented the fluyt… enormous hollow cargo ships, used by many nations. 

Dam Square… where Europe’s cargo was unloaded. 

The city turned raw materials into finished goods.

Main source of European guns!

Calvinist influence led to clean and simple lifestyle among the wealthy, that gradually faded. 

English & the rise of Constitutional Monarchy

Parliament and the Monarchy had a balance polity under the Tudors (Elizabeth), but this would change as new Kings challenged Parliament.

James I of Scotland failed to understand English traditions and espoused the divine right of kings.

   Parliament refused to release him funds with this view.

   Puritans wanted to eliminate Episcopal system in church, follow a model with presbyters… church elders led church), not King appointed bishops.  Many wealthy were Puritans and opposed James on this point. (Also Puritans dominated house of commons)

   Charles I (a Stuart) James son, brought things to a head….

    Refused the Petition of Right

    Refused to summon Parliament to meet.

    Raised a tax (ship money) on coastal towns (Parliament had to ok taxes)
    He married a Catholic… Henrietta Maria… sis of King of France. 

   Archbishop Laud added more ritual to the English Church.

    Laud imposed the Anglican Book of Prayer on Scottish Presbyterian’s.  

Without money, he was forced to call Parliament back and they punished him…

The Long Parliament,…1640-1660  Limited king power… abolish arbitrary courts, removed his ship tax, Triennial Act… Parliament must meet once at least every three years. 

   When a group in Parliament wanted to get rid of bishops, the king intervened… This started the civil war of England.  Monarchy vs. Parliament forces

  Oliver Cromwell led Parliament forces in the New Model army. Mainly extreme Puritans that felt it was God’s will to fight. 

   Captured Charles I..

Presbyterian’s broke ranks and supported Charles to get A Presbyterian State Church and let Charles flee to Scotland

   The second phase of the war… Cromwell captured Charles and purged Presbyterian’s… leaving a Rump Parliament of only 53 members.

Charles I was beheaded 1/30/1649

Rump Parliament abolished monarchy. England a republic (commonwealth)

Cromwell commander in chief of army and crushed Catholic uprisings in Ireland. Uprising in Scotland…
    Opposed in England by Levellers who wanted democratic reforms… free speech, women rights, all males right to vote…

He smashed the Levellers with force!

   Unable to deal with the Rump Parliament, he dispersed them with force!

He was named Lord Protector under the new Instrument of Govt. (a constitution with no Parliament or King!

Divided nation into 11 regions… 10% land tax on royalists (monarch supporters)  turned to military rule… and was worse than Charles I!

With Cromwell’s death, Charles II invited back to crown. Yet still did not work with Parliament.

   The “Cavalier Parliament” forced everyone to follow the Church of England…

Charles issued Declaration of Indulgence.. suspending this law.

Parliament responded with the Test Act… only Anglicans could hold office or military posts.

The Whigs….support a Protestant King allowing for dissent… Tories… Allow James, Charles catholic brother to succeed him.

 James II was Catholic and took throne in 1685!

New declaration of indulgence allows Catholics to hold office…. James II had a son to his new wife that meant another Catholic on the throne.

William of Orange was invited along with wife Mary to invade England and take throne.
   With no blood, the “Glorious Revolution” occurred who accepted the English Bill of Rights all but abolishing monarchial power in England. 

A constitutional monarchy!

   Toleration Act of 1689 gave Puritans right to free worship.

  Art
Mannersism: Reflected the anxiety,  and spiritual confusion of the time.

“In the manner of”: second rate to the manner of the renaissance.

El Greco: paintings with intense emotion, but distorted artistic laws.

Baroque: Renaissance style, but with intense emotion to over power. Began by Catholic Reformers, but soon adopted by absolute rulers to display their power.

Ex, Versailles

Painter Paul Rubens…intense emotions. 

Gion L. Bernini… Esctacy of St. Theresa.

French Classicism… Clarity, simple and balanced with harmony.  A reminder of the order that absolute rule had given France.

Nick Poussin- Landscape.

Dutch Masters: Depict everyday, middle class life celebrating Dutch prosperity. 

Judith Leyster

Rembrandt (later returned to religious painting).

Writers…

England and Spain led the writing of plays in the vernacular and made theatre entertainment for the masses.

Shakespeare wrote for all classes and seats were cheap enough at the Globe for all classes to attend.

He wrote in colorful language about the human conditions, poking fun at upper classes. 

He wrote for the Lord Chamberline company who staged the plays.

Spain had large touring companies that went as far as the new world colonies. 

Lope De Vega famous Spanish writer that had had no regrets that he wrote to pleases the public, not artists.

France…Plays written for an elite audience (showing the power of the monarchy).

 Wrote in the classical Greek/Roman style. 

Writer Jean-Baptiste Racine

    Wrote of conflict/tragedy

J.B.  Moliere was exception… he wrote satires such as Tartuffe that exposed hypocrisy of Catholic leaders… King had to ban it for 5 years.
