Chapter 14 Exploration

The following nations involved… Portugal, Spain, Dutch, England & France.

Europe largely confined to itself since the Crusades.

The Vikings 400yrs prior found new world, and abandoned it.

European literature had tales of mysterious far off lands..

The Travels of John Mandeville tales of a land of gold and giants!

The kingdom of Prester John in Africa (Christian Kingdom)

A lost Christian community in India founded by Apostle Thomas (Unkown)

Doors open to Asia by Niccolo and son Marco Polo.

Traveled into Mongolia and wrote of his experience in Travels.  

The Ottoman Turk (Muslim’s) and the collapse of the Mongol Empire brought end to Eastward travel.

A motive was established to gain access to the riches of the East by sea.

The motive to find wealth… gold, spices in the East was primary goal. To trade via land, had to deal with Arab middle-men, who cut into profits. 

Religious zeal of the crusades still alive. Spread the faith.

Save the natives!

Motive… “God, Glory & Gold!”

How?

   Expansion of strong monarchies helped the process, had wealth, power and desire for glory. The stronger the monarch, the better off the exploration will be. (Spain & England had strong monarchs and were most successful)

Few accurate maps, but sailing charts called portolani’s  were useful from the medieval times.

But did not account for curve of the Earth, so not accurate.

Cartography would be a new science emerging during this time.

Best world map was from the 2nd Century AD.  By Ptolemy, Greek astronomer from his work Geography.  Printed in 1477.

Only had two Oceans, three continents and the Ocean was very small compared to land. This led Columbus to think he could go West to Asia faster.

Ships had improved… the Axial Rudder, new sail rigging to go into the wind. Carry cannons and large amount of goods without sinking.  
The compass came into use and the astrolabe for star direction at night. 

Discovery of the wind patterns of the Atlantic Ocean aided. Learned to catch the winds… If you go further out in the Ocean around Africa, you have swifter winds, along the coast strong headwinds slowed travel.

Portugal

    1419.. Prince Henry set up Navigation School.

First to begin exploring down coast of Africa.  First expeditions brought back slaves

Around the hump of Africa in 1471 gold discovered (The Gold Coast)

They built stone forts along coast, trading for gold, ivory and slaves.

1488 Bartholomeu Dias sailed around Cape of Good Hope (Tip of Africa), but returned.  

Vasco da Gama..Rounded Cape and traded with Arabic traders along Africa’s East coast. 

Crossed Indian Ocean in 1498 to reach Calicut, India.  

Filled ships with spices  and 1000% profit. The race was on!

Portugal defeated Arab shipping to monopolize trade and blockaded Red Sea to cut off Muslim traders.

Admiral Alfonso de Albuquerque set up port in Goa, India. Headquarters of Portugal’s operation.

Sailed into harbor of Malacca in `1511, remove Arabic traders and a way station into the Spice Islands. 

Portugal slaughtered the population to finalize control!
Portugal reached into Spice Islands and China. 

Did not colonize into Asia, Portugal lacked the recourses.

Their guns had subdued the natives a pattern to be repeated in the “New World”

The New World

    Spain had the resources to conquer and entire “New World”

Italian Columbus…Asia could be reached quicker West and found New World by accident, and thought he was in India.

He could bring back gold and convert the natives! He did neither!

John Cabot…under Henry VII explored the New England coast for England. 

Pedro Cabral for Portugal found S. America in 1500.

Amerigo Vespucci… His letters and writings on the geography of the new world give it its name: AMERICA

Vasco Nunez de Balboa… Spain first to reach Pacific via Panama.

Magellan.. Traveled around S. America across Pacific, died by native hands in the Philippines and his crew returned to Spain, the first to circumnavigate the entire world!

1494 Treaty of Tordesiallas divided new world between Spain and Portugal, but without knowledge, Spain got nearly all of South America! (Portugal got some of what is know Brazil)

The treaty states that the route East around the Cape of Good Hope was saved for Portugal and the route across the Atlantic for Spain.

Spanish Empire in New World

  Spanish military might explored new world… Conquistadors.

The area of Mexico and central America had flourished with Indian Empires for centuries.

The Mayan of the Yucatan (2012)  Temples, Pyramids, Astrology, calendar.
The Aztecs set up in Mexico… Capital Tenochtitlan an island city in the middle of Lake Texcoco (Mexico city)

A city of gold!  A warrior like people, they made and Empire by making defeated people pay tribute.  This would aide the Spanish when they got help from Aztec’s native enemies!

1519 Hernan Cortes… his troops landed, made alliances with the tribes paying tribute to the Aztecs, especially Tlaxcala, an unconquered state.

Cortes arrives in capital to friendly welcome by the King Montezuma… Thought he was the god from Quetzalcoatl. Cortes showered with gifts of gold and set up in palaces.

The Spanish in turn took Montezuma hostage and pillaged the city. The population drove Cortes from the city.

Small-pox then devastated the Aztec population. Cortes able to conquer with 50,000 Tlaxcala warriors. The city was stripped of its gold and rivers, canals filled in. Spain in control of Mexico.

In Peru, the Inca’s located in Cuzo, Peru. 10,000 ft. up.

Pachakuti  united Peru in 1440’s.

12 million strong extended into Ecador, Chile into the Amazon.

He divided the empire into 4 half’s under a governor.

Had 24,800 miles of road w/rest houses.

Francisco Pizarro in 1530 landed on Pacific coast w/ weapons, horses. Inca’s weakened by small-pox , killed the emperor, sons fought for throne, helping divide the Inca’s.
Spanish created Lima, Peru as its new capital, a colony for Spain.

Queen Isabelle declared the natives subjects of Spain so they could collect taxes and use them as labor.  

The encomienda system- pay natives wages, protect Indians and provide them religion.  

This protective system ignored by those 3,000 miles away. 

Forced labor in mines, plantations.  

Death via disease and labor (Hispaniola of 100,000 natives, only 300 by 1570). 

Friar Bartolome de Las Casas wrote of Indian treatment and encomienda system abolished.

Spanish administered using viceroys. The king’s officer, advised by audiencias which acted as judicial bodies. 

Spain given authority to act for the Catholic Church in the new world.  Appointed bishops, clergy, built churches etc…

Dominicans, Franciscan & Jesuit missionaries arrived.

Mass conversions brought European society elements into the new world.

They also brought the inquisition in Peru and Mexico.

Africa

    Portugal had forts on both coasts.
The Dutch East India Company seized several forts.

The Dutch set up colony at Cape of Good Hope.  A base for ships from Spice Islands. These farmers were called Boers, moving into S. Africa.

African’s used as slaves with increased demand from the plantations in the West. 

Cane Sugar was grown along African coast for Portugal and ships loaded with slaves went west to the plantations. 

10 million slaves shipped to the Americas. 50% by British ships.

High death rate…300-450 per ship. 10% died enroute. Buying slaves was cheaper than letting them have children (no good for work and costs food).

King Affonso of Congo complained to Portugal about loss of communities as slave trade pressed inland. Ignored. 

African middle-men dealt slaves to European, often selling enemy clans to get rid of them. 

Africa lost its local industry as a result of loss of labor and new, cheaper European goods.  Created vast poverty not recovered from to this day. 

Violence and war escalated in Africa as the balance of power between clans was upset and European weapons introduced. 

(Once glorious Benin was turned into a savage, war-like place  with no religion and human sacrifice).

Society of Friends (Quakers) First to oppose slave trade in 1770’s.  

French abolished trade in 1790’s

English in 1807

USA 1865.

Southeast Asia

    Portugal lacked the power or resources to maintain an empire in Asia.

Spain asserted itself, first in Philippines claimed by Magellan. A base of trade to Mexico across the Pacific. 

The Dutch forced the Portuguese out of the Spice trade. 

Took over trading forts along Indian coasts and even forced English to one port at Sumatra.

Established military fort a Batavia to control islands. 

The Dutch East India established plantations making Amsterdam rich.

Strong monarchies prevented Europeans from impacting Asian mainland.  European stayed to trade . Missionaries descended upon the Asian coast. 

Burma, Thailand, Vietnam kept direct control of their resources, unlike the islands of the Indonesian archipelago.

India

United by the Mughals- Muslim rulers led by Babur, they are Arab, not Indian. Think Tahj Mahal.

Portugal had dominated Indian coast 1st, but soon replaced by Dutch merchants.

British opened port at Surat on NW coast.

Fort William in Calcutta

Madras on SE coast.

English shipped Indian cotton to East Indies to trade for spices to be shipped back to England.

The French built forts on the east Indian coast such as Pondicherry.

Sir Robert Clive… Chief rep of English East Indian Company.

An aggressive empire builder who bolstered English authority. French lost its posts due to lack of financial support.

Local leaders imprisoned British colonists in the Black Hole of Calcutta

Clive sent British forces to defeated a Mughal army in the

Battle of Plassey in India.

France lost all claims in India after the loss in the 7yrs. War (and lost Canada also).

India was becoming a colony of England.

CHINA

Portugal arrives in 1514

China saw no threat by Europeans, they were at the height of the Ming dynasty.

Fall on Ming followed by the Qing dynasty led by the

Manchus of Manchuria (invaders).

Kangxi & Qianlong ruled China from the mid 17th century into the end of the 18th century.

By mid 18th century military losses, growing land pressure led to hardship and rebellion in China.

Europe was able to pressure them now.

Canton was the 1st English trading post in China.

The English had to live off a small island to limit contact.

1793, Lord Macartney of England led a mission to liberalize trade. Emperor Quinlaong expressed no desire for trade with British.

JAPAN

United by TOKUGAWA Leayasu= Shogun

1543 Portugal arrives

1549 Jesuit missionary Francis Xavier arrives

Japan’s nobles wanted firearms to unify islands.

Catholic missionaries created resentment and Tokugawa expelled them and Christians suppressed in Japan.
Dutch ships only allowed to dock in Nagasaki two months a year.

America

Spain lost power when silver mines dried up and lost the Armada in invading England.

West Indies 

   British…Barbados, Jamaica, Bermuda

   French… St. Dominguez, Martinique

They were plantation colonies.. Sugar, tobacco, cotton, coffee.

Old European banking families were replaced, Unable to keep up with demand.

Bank of Amsterdam

Amsterdam Bourse…trading stocks began.Was the hub of the European business world.

80% of Europeans were still dependent on the agricultural system. Their lives didn’t improve.

Mercantilism

   State intervention in the economy good.

   Since trade could only be expanded at the expense of another nation, this was a peaceful form of war.

Exports should be greater than value of imports.

This caused an influx of gold and silver into a nation.

Placed high tariffs (tax) on foreign goods and colonies only existed as new markets and a supply of resources.

Trade within Europe still was stronger than overseas, but the value of New World/Asian goods higher. A new global economy.

In Latin America (New Spain) a multicultural society emerged.

European & Indian offspring called mestizo.

African & Spanish called Mulattoes.

New Spain was less rigid about race, unlike N. America.

North Amercia

 Dutch 1st to settle due to Henry Hudson exploration that found Hudson river & Manhattan Island, calling it New Netherlands.

1664 England claimed the area and called it New York. The Ductch West India Co went bankrupt.

England controlled Eastern seaboard. Jamestown first colony designed to make a profit.
England viewed these colonies as an aide to the motherland.

Source of raw material and market for British goods.

France

France ran Canada autocratically and was unable to convince citizens to live there.

They surrendered Canada to the English upon loss of 7yrs. War.

England entered Spanish held lands in N. America in 1713 after granted asiento status…the right to transport slaves into Spanish America.

Columbian exchange

  A reciprocal exchange that enriched both worlds with new goods and enhanced lifestyle.

Horses and cows into N. America

Europe got new foods… corn, potatoes. 

Catholic missionaries…led by the Doninicans, Franciscans and Jesuits helped the Indians remain docile.

Opened schools, hospitals, orphanages.

  Sor Juana Ines dela Cruz… an literary figure urging female education (was an Indian).

Jesuits entered Asia,   They allowed traditional religious practices to remain. Pope ordered that to a stop and Chritianity was suppresed in China

Jesuits kicked out of Japan for destroying local idols and explled.

Gerardus Mercator… tried to make a map showing true size of land masses. Accurate near equator, but not top of map.

Every line on map was a true longitude and latitude line.

Europeans believed they were superior.

This burst of commercial activity led to Inflation

Prices of food rose, causing unrest in Europe.

Joint stock companies…created by selling shares and investors reaped dividends.  Mining, metals and shipbuilding.
Jacob Fugger a banker to Charles V had monopoly over copper, silver mining.    
